NEWSLETTER #36, DECEMBER 2010

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR SOLEXOZ FRIENDS AND FAMILIES.

NEWS
As 2010 draws to a close, we can reflect on another wonderful year of SolexOz.
Passion and camaraderie are the ingredients that make our group so special. Sharing time
with like-minded friends and enjoying rides to interesting places is the secret of our success.
This year has been no exception, with many members organizing great runs to fascinating
places.
Our first Run for 2010 was Glen and Saskia’s Coastal Tour of Historic Williamstown and Altona
in January.
February saw Ern’s Koonung Creek Run which included a chance for Members to give their
Solexes a run on the rare Mertens Test Bench.
In May, Neil put together the Geelong to Queenscliffe Run, our longest and some say one of
our best runs to date.
In June we were off to the RAAF Aviation Museum at historic Point Cook.
July saw us celebrating Bastille Day at Café Breizoz in Williamstown thanks to Ted.
We explored the Historic Inner Circle Rail Trail in September that also included a visit to the
Old Collingwood Convent.
Shiny Franks Annual Swap Day took place in October including a tour of seaside Brighton.
Don’s Sticky Bun Run in November was another highlight with a great run to Jells Park
followed by the obligatory Stick Buns at Chateau Scutt.
We ended the year with a low key ride along the Beach to St. Kilda and a thrash around Albert
Park Lake followed by a relaxing coffee and chat at an Albert Park Café. (Details below).
A year of great memories all shared with wonderful people, a big thank you to all for helping to
organise and participate in these hugely enjoyable events. It has truly been another top year
as we look forward to another 12 months of SolexOz in 2011.

RECENT EVENTS
Our final run for 2010 took place on December 12, this short but pleasant ride from South
Melbourne to Port Melbourne along the Bay to St. Kilda and followed by a thrash around the
Albert Park Lake GP circuit ending at a Café for a convivial chat and coffee. This was a great
chance to catch up and enjoy the company of fellow members and friends.
We had two new members enjoying their first run with us, My next door neighbor John rode
one of Frank’s 3800’s and appeared to have a ball, John, already a Francophile, owns a very
nice 2CV Charleston. Another neighbor and close friend of mine, Libby also joined us riding
my Blue 3800 Luxe and loved every minute of the run, she has become quite addicted and
keen to become a Solex owner.
Others on the run included Peter and Ern on Plis, Frances on the 5000, Tiby and Bryan on
1700’s, Joe on the Rex, Geoff on a 660, Frank on the 4600, Ted on the Oto with Glen and
Andrew on 3800’s. We had apologies from Don S, Bob, Neil, John, Miguel and Phillip. This
month’s photo page by Frances is a montage of this very enjoyable day.

FUTURE EVENTS
Our next SolexOz run will take place on Saturday, January 22.
Frances is putting together another of her popular “Visite du ville” runs around some of the
most historic and interesting parts of inner Melbourne.
These very well researched and fascinating tours have been very popular in the past and have
attracted a lot of interest. A great opportunity to see some of our beautiful City’s best and
most historic architecture up close and in some cases, only possible on a bicycle because of
the narrow lanes and sometimes inaccessible side streets. Final details with be distributed
about a week prior, so please pencil this date in your diary. Below is a picture of our Solexes
outside Melbourne’s Parliament House on a previous “Visit du ville” back in September 2008.

TECHNICAL
The Weird and Wonderful World of the Solex Fuel System
Over the years, I have been asked to revive many Solexes after long periods of hibernation.
In the majority of cases, the reason the Motor would not start or run well, are often faults in
various parts of the Fuel System. Some of the more common problems are:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Sludge and corrosion in the fuel tank.
Blocked fuel lines and filters.
Fuel Pump problems including missing balls, failed Diaphragm or dried fuel.
Carburetor problems including blocked jets or loose fittings.
Air leaks and loose or cross-threaded fuel lines.

Generally the fuel system is very simple and reliable with very few moving parts and if in good
order will give years and of good service. Problems can arise with lengthy periods of not being
used, or failed repairs by people who did not understand the eccentricity of the system.
The fuel system relies on a simple fully recirculating fuel flow. Fuel is drawn from the tank by
the fuel pump and then onto the carby. There is no float and excess fuel is simply returned
from the carby to the tank via a return line. This allows for more fuel than the carby needs at all
times without flooding. A clever and yet simple fuel system.
The pump is the most complex part of the system and consists of a pump diaphragm driven by
positive and negative crankcase pressure. There are, or should be, two small plastic balls
approx. 2.5mm in diameter that act as check valves inside the pump, these balls regulate fuel
flow and If either one of these balls is missing or stuck, the motor will not run.
I most cases when attempting to start a motor that will not start, 90% of the time, I have found
that the top ball is missing. Ham fisted mechanics often remove the top post on the pump and
turn the motor over to see if fuel is flowing, the top ball disappears, (without the knowledge of
our super mechanic), in a shower of fuel never to be seen again because of its small size and
clear glass like appearance. The pump top is then replaced with the ball gone, together with
any chance of the motor ever starting.
With the ball replaced, a good diaphragm and clean fuel in the tank, the motor will nearly
always start first time. It then becomes just a matter of setting and checking the ignition and
installing a good spark plug and the Solex motor becomes instantly reliable and will give years
of good service.
New balls are available on eBay, or better still, if you have an old Waterman pen cartridge, cut
it open and you will find a plastic ball of the correct size and weight, how very French.
The only thing that will then cause the motor to become un-reliable is dirty fuel and little or no
use.
Just like humans, the Solex needs good food and plenty of exercise and should live forever.
Pictured below are the main components of the Velosolex Fuel System.

FUEL PUMP

DIAPHRAGM

CARBURETOR

TANK FILTER

FUEL LINE

