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NEWS
RECENT EVENTS
Don’s second annual “Sticky Bun Run” took place on Sunday November 14. The weekend
weather forecast looked decidedly grim, with floods throughout Victoria all day Saturday.
However, the Solex Weather Gods shone on Sunday with almost perfect conditions including
light winds and mild temperatures.
Don led us on the Scotchman’s Creek Trail from Oakleigh through to Jells Park. The smooth
concrete trail meanders up and down and around curves through native bush land following
creeks and lagoons teaming with birdlife.
Jells Park is a magnificent 129ha. parkland with a lake and wetlands full of spectacular Flora
and Fauna and perfect riding trails. After a coffee break in the café overlooking the lake we
returned along the Scotchman’s Creek Trail to Don’s for a our Sticky Buns and Cheese Platter.
Our sincere thanks to Don and Deidre for organizing a perfect day.
Participants were Neil, John and Tiby on 1700’s, Ern on the Pli, Geoff on the 3800 Luxe and our
Host Don on the 4600. Graham followed with the support vehicle. Apologies came from Joe
and Glen who both had Baby minding duties as well as Frank and Peter having domestic
duties to attend to.

L to R, Ern, John, Don, Geoff, Neil and Graham outside the Jells Park Cafe. Photo by Tiby.

BIKES AND PEOPLE
Peter’s dream of owning a Pli-Solex has finally materialized. After many missed chances, an
opportunity to acquire one of these rare and desirable gems came up in October. This very
original and clean example needed very little work and a few small parts plus a service and
tune by Geoff to transform it into a fast and reliable machine to add to Peter’s collection. We
are very lucky to have seven Pli’s listed on our register in Australia and considering that only
2500 of this model were ever produced makes this quite remarkable.
Bob has purchased a low kilometer 3800 Motobecane from Geoff for his wife to ride on future
runs. This will be a stable mate for Bob’s 3300 that has just undergone full refurbishment
including stripping and painting. Bob tells us that these two Solexes will be the limit of his
collection but Doc Solex (Neil) has noticed that early symptoms of Solexitis are already
becoming obvious. These symptoms include twitching of the wallet hand, black paint under
the fingernails, a buzzing noise in the ears and an ever-increasing dependence on two-stroke
fumes.
Miguel’s 2200 is just about ready for the road, only waiting for a set of French Hutchinson
Tyres coming from France and it will be running, we look forward to seeing Miguel and his
2200 on a run soon.
Ted has advised that he is about to start work on his very rare 1949 45cc / 650 wheel. This is
one of only two in Australia and will be a twin for Geoff’s identical model. The 45cc with 650
(26 inch wheels) were the first Solex models produced and the oldest Solexes in Oz.
Ern has nearly completed restoration of his second Mertins Solex Dyno; this one came from
our member Keith in Christchurch New Zealand. Ern has also acquired an original plastic
Dealers Sign from Keith that has internal lighting. This restored sign now hangs from Ern’s
Garage ceiling, fully lit and looking great as you can see in the picture below.
Brian R. from Adelaide has sent details of his growing fleet that now includes two very nice
5000’s as well as a rare Pli-Solex. Brian is part of our growing South Australian Register.

Ern’s beautifully restored Solex Dealers Service Sign.

AUSTRALIAN SOLEX LIST
There have been a number of recent additions to our register of known Solexes in Australia.
We can now account for 112 Solexes covering every model produced from 1946 to 1987.
The latest list includes 11 pre-clutch models including; 2-45cc/650, 1- 45cc/600, 2- 330’s,
2- 660’s, 1- 1010 and 3- 1400’s. There are also 30- 1700’s, 6- 2200’s, 3- 3300’s, 29- 3800’s, 3Dutch OTO’s, 5- 4600’s, 14- 5000’s, 7- Pli’s, and one each of the Micron, Flash and 6000
models. Plus Ern’s two Mertens Test Dyno’s.
Any member that would like a copy of our full register can request this to be emailed. This list
shows current owners as well as any known history of each bike and serial numbers. This is a
confidential document and is only available for distribution to members of our group.
Send a request to geoff.scott@optusnet.com.au

SOLEXES FOR SALE
Frank has a 3800 Motobecane model and a very nice 1400 currently for sale, for details and
photos of both bikes check our website www.solexoz.org and click on “Classifieds”
Graham has a restored Blue 5000 available, this beautiful Solex looks and rides like new and is
ready for use. This Solex can be viewed at Essendon Vic.
Call Graham on 03 9375 3251 or mobile, 0419 009300.
Ern has a fully restored Black 3800 for sale, this is a full and immaculate resto and is beautiful
to ride, this Solex can be viewed and test ridden at Ern’s in Mont Albert North Vic.
Contact Ern on 03 9023 3807 or mobile, 0419 427246.

FUTURE EVENTS
Our next event will take place on Saturday morning, December 11. This will be a short run and
a Brunch to round off year. Details to be emailed the week prior, pencil this date in your diary.
Other events coming up in the new year will include Don’s Rail Trail run from Anderson to
Wonthaggi in March.
We are also planning a combined Vic / SA weekend away somewhere in Western Victoria
during the first half of next year. We hope this will be the beginnings of an Annual National
Get-together. More news of this event will be announced in future newsletters.

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
After nearly four years, I believe my newsletter ramblings are becoming a little tired.
I would really appreciate a few fresh articles.
These could be about technical problems and how you have solved them, maybe your early
experiences on your first Solex, or a few details about your latest restoration to share with
others or just few lines about your favorite bike and why or whatever. Please send articles to
Geoff, I am sure everyone would like to see some fresh and interesting stories and photos.
We look forward to seeing you all on our next run in December, au revoir, Geoff

