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Welcome to the SolexOz March newsletter.
On our recent run through the leafy burbs of Camberwell, Auburn and
Hawthorn, Don D. suggested a photo stop at the mythical shop featured in
the 1970’s TV series “The Sullivans”. It gives one a bit of jolt, particularly
those of us that fall into the mature/intelligent category, that all this took
place nearly 40 years ago. And an even more amazing fact is that by this
time, our magical Solexes were nearing the end of their planned productive
and useful life!
Riding home from this great run, I wondered what makes those same
mature/intelligent souls spend so much time tinkering with oily,
uncomfortable and sometimes contrary pieces of machinery.
I have no answer to this question, but we would not have it any other way.

RECENT EVENTS AND NEWS
Our March Run was a very enjoyable affair, a cool overcast day led to ideal
riding conditions.
Starting with a coffee at the Kanteen Café by the Yarra River we then
headed along the River and Gardiner Trail to the Auburn velo drome where
we were able to upset a few of the Lycra Lads and Ladies.
This was followed by a very relaxing ride through the leafy suburbs of
Auburn to Camberwell with some very enjoyable stops at various
landmarks.
We then toured back down to Ted and Helen’s beautiful home in Hawthorn
for an excellent brunch and coffee. New member Graham Mc. joined us at
the beginning and completion of the run. He must have enjoyed his day as
he has since purchased a 3300 and is looking forward to being involved
with us on future runs.
Participants were: Helen 3300, Ted 3800, Ern Pli 5000, Marty 3300, Don
D. 5000, Don S. 4600, Geoff OTO, Frank 3800. See photo page by Marty of
this event.
Bryan is about to place another order of shirts and caps: please refer to the
chart and contact him at solexoz@gmail.com with your order.
Size
CHEST
LENGTH

S
107
70

M
112
72

Solexoz Shirt sizes
L
XL
2XL
117
122
127
74
76
78

3XL
132
80

4XL
137
82

5XL
142
84

The caps are “one size fits all.” Prices: Shirts $32, Caps $18 including P&P.

TECHNICAL TIPS
Autumn is always a good time to carry out a service on your Solex. Because
of the reliability built into our bikes it is easy to assume, they will just go on
forever without attention. Below are some of the more important checks
that should be done at least every 12 months:
1. Check and tighten all frame bolts especially the two 18mm bolts above
the pedal crank, the rigidity of the frame is very dependent on these.
2. Check wheels carefully including the condition of the tyres, both the
tread and the sidewalls are prone to cracks and tears. Also hubs and
cones should checked and if necessary taken apart and bearings
greased and adjusted. Also check the tyre and wheel are running true.
3. Roadworthy items such as lighting, reflectors and brake pads should
be all in good working order and adjusted correctly.

4. The motor requires careful and special attention, during a major
inspection, remove the fuel tank and check that the crankcase bolts
are not loose, this is a major source of power loss, also check the
cylinder base bolts. Whilst the tank is off, empty fuel and check for
corrosion, replace drain plug gasket and line filter if fitted and refit
carefully tightening all fuel lines. Fuel lines should be blown out using
CRC carby clean. Pump bolts should checked for tightness.
5. The Air Cleaner cover should be removed and cleaned and a new air
filter should be fitted, (surgical gauze is a good substitute). A fresh
spark plug with the gap set at 0.50mm is a must: suggested plug types
NGK B6HS or Bosch WA7C are ideal.
6. Resetting the ignition points using a cigarette paper and reseating the
de-compressor valve are two very important tasks that should be done
every 12 months. If these tasks are beyond your skills, then call either
Geoff or Ern: we are most happy to help and show you how they are
done.
7. Finally, a good clean and wax for the frame and wheels will keep rust
and corrosion at bay.

COMING EVENTS
Ted has advised us that the proposed “All French Day” at the Docklands on
April 5 has been relocated to Macleay Park Balwyn North, Mel 46 C5.
This last minute change is due to a “Fun” Run taking place in the City and
effectively blocking access to the Docklands.
Our hope of putting a major Velosolex Display at an event that large
numbers of the general public would have attended has thus vaporized…
The Balwyn venue will not have the same draw, but we should still support
this important event! A run will be organized which will include a visit and
participation: a run notice will be sent out next week.
Don S. has invited us to join his annual “Great Road Race” challenge on
Saturday April 18: this is a Solex versus Road Bike race and a strong Solex
team would be serious fun: there appear to be very few rules - a great
challenge for the craftier Solex rider. The nice thing about this event is the
choice of riding the whole length or just a small section – details below:

DON’S GREAT ROAD RACE!
The plan is to meet at the United independent petrol station just outside
Cranbourne on the left hand side going away from Melbourne.
Departure time with the road cyclists is 8.30am, no later.

The long trip is from Cranbourne to Venus Bay via the Sth. Gippsland and
Bass Highways and rail trail: approx. 130 kilometres.
The first stage is from Cranbourne to Caldermeade farm, a distance of
29kms, where the first yellow jacket will be awarded.
After morning tea the second stage is from Caldermeade to Anderson
(Phillip Island turn off) 38 kms. The rail trail starts here: road bikes will
keep to the highway and Solexes will use the Rail Trail to Kilcunda, a
distance of 4kms. This is not a stage.
We will then have lunch at the Kilcunda Hotel. The food is good and the
view great.
From the Kilcunda Hotel, the road bikes will use the highway, and Solexes
and other bikes continue on the Rail Trail to Wonthaggi, ending behind
Safeway: approx. 20kms. It is longer by road so the Solexes should win this
stage.
Those who are only doing this section could return to Anderson on the Rail
Trail and then back to Melbourne, maybe having a refreshing drink at the
Kilcunda pub on the way back…
The others, after a refuelling stop for the Solexes, will race onto Venus Bay
shopping centre. This is the final stage, a distance of 37kms.
We will then move on to my place for a BBQ tea and then back to
Melbourne, or for those who wish may stay overnight.
Those going all the way will need to work out support drivers. The
approximate times will be:
Leave Cranbourne 8.30am.
Morning tea at Caldermeade 9.30 -10.00am. Anderson 11.30am.
Lunch Kilcunda 12 noon -1.00pm.
Kilcunda to Wonthaggi 2pm.
Wonthaggi to Venus Bay 3.30 pm, in time for a relaxing drink and tea.
Rest and BBQ. (Bring your own meat or substitute.) Those that wish can
stay the night on a bed or Lilo. For those who stay there is plenty to do
before heading back to Melbourne on the Sunday.
NB: If the weather is in doubt, we will move the event to Saturday 2nd May.
For those intending to join us on this epic adventure could they please
contact Don on 9807 8999, mobile 0419536260 or email:
doubled@ozemail.com.au and I will send them all the maps and answer any
questions they may have, or call Geoff on 9699 6654. Anyone with friends
who would like to join us on their road bikes are most welcome.

MARTY’S PHOTOS OF THE MARCH RUN
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