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It is said that “the simple things in life are often the best”, I am sure this line
describes our humble SOLEX perfectly! Our recent run through the Point
Nepean Coastal Park on February 8 was proof, if we ever needed it, of just
how much enjoyment one can have on such a basic piece of machinery.
Buzzing up and down the almost deserted tracks with spectacular views of
Port Phillip Bay on one side and the heavy seas of Bass Strait on the other
combined with a stiff salty sea breeze was a rare and simple pleasure.
Adding to this perfect day was the generosity of members Robin and
Susanne, who invited us to morning tea at their beautiful and very French
B&B: A La Plage, in Sorrento. The photo above was not taken somewhere in
rural France but at the rear of the B&B before the start of our run. The
photo was just one of many great shots by Marty. Marty’s Mother and Sister,
visiting from Germany joined us for the day and appeared to have a great
day on the Peninsula. (See the photo page for more shots of this day).

Ted’s wife Helen had her first Solex outing and loved every minute of this
challenging ride on “her” 3300. It was the proverbial “duck to water” as
Helen took off and rode like a champion. Ted’s smile turned to horror as he
realized he now had to add another Solex to his growing fleet, for Helen.
Others on the Pt. Nepean run included Frank 1700, Ern Pli, Marty 3800,
Geoff OTO and Ted and Robin on 3800’s.
More new members have joined our group over the past month including
Theo from Abbotsford in Sydney who has 1700. Marc from Ascot Vale in
Melbourne has a 3800 and believe it or not, yet another rare Pli.
Marc has also been running a website and doing wonderful things with
Solexes for some time. It was a real surprise to find another enthusiast
doing similar things to our group, yet we did not know of each other’s
existence until now! We hope Marc will join with us and share his skills and
passion for all things Solex. A warm welcome to Theo and Marc.
Peter H. has un-earthed two more 3800’s in Melbourne, one is an early
black model and the other a later metallic blue 3800. Ern and I did a quick
trip to Sydney and bought back 3 Solexes, one 5000 and two 1700’s, all are
in going condition. One of the 1700’s went to Marty; this has doubled Solex
population in the Geelong area, but not for long. Marty’s Blue 3800 Lux
should be arriving from Germany soon.
Ted has just come out hospital last week after an operation on his shoulder,
this will keep him off the Solex for a month or so but he will still attend runs
in a less exciting mode of transport and Helen will take over as the family
Solex rider.
Our website is still under partial construction, but already attracting
worldwide attention. We have had a number of technical questions, some of
which have come from New Zealand, along with comments from Germany!
It is great to see our website, started by Bryan, attracting such a wide
audience.
One of our members and a great supporter of SolexOz is Charles from San
Luis Obispo, California; Charles has sent us details of his “2400”
A WHAT, YOU MAY ASK? It is what we would call a Heinz 57 variety but
looks fantastic.
Following is a description and photos kindly sent to us by Charles.

A Solex Fantasy_
By Charles de Vogel

The “2400”
A unique model number, to recognize the 10 models that came together to make up this bike.
(330 + 660 + 1010 + 1400 + 1700 + 2200 + 3300 + 3800 + 4600 + 5000 = 24000 = 2400 ).
10
<< It may look like a 1700, but don’t be too sure….>>
330 – 1953-6
660 – 1956-7
1010 – 1957-8

Bell.
Throttle control.
Frame, carburetor, fuel line (pump to carb, with modified
fittings), cylinder head.
1400 – 1958-9
Air filter assembly.
1700 – 1959-61
Rear hub.
2200 – 1961-4
Frame parts (rear fork assembly – 4 components, brake), engine
cover/headlight.
3300 – 1964-6
Flywheel cover, fuel pump.
3800 – 1966-2004
Front wheel, front fork, rear rim, fenders,
cylinder/piston/rod, magneto, flywheel, crankshaft, drive roller, fuel tank,
handlebars, engine lift-lever (modified), lift-lever hook.
4600 – 1974-5
Clutch.
5000 – 1971-6
Engine crash-guard.
Impex – 2000-4
Muffler, crankcase.
Misc. – 2008
Assorted gaskets, spokes, chain, and hardware, some of it fabricated
for this project.
Starting with the 330 bell from 1953, up to the 3800 parts including the crankcase from a ca.
2000-4 Impex engine, up to the crash guard from a 5000, as well as gaskets, bearings, seals, etc. from
2008, this bike covers a span of over 55 years, and all the parts work together, harmoniously, for a
common cause. People and politicians could learn from this… Another aspect of the beauty of a
Solex.
This bike was built without harming or irreversibly modifying any of the original 1010 which
provided the base for the build. In other words, the original, stock 1010 could be built again. The 1010
engine was removed intact. The 1010 cylinder head on the “2400” came from another engine.
This project was also a good way to learn that although many Solex parts look alike from model to
model this isn’t necessarily the case, but more often than not they can be cajoled into working together.
It should also be noted that this is a complete departure from my usual philosophy on Solex-building. I
just wanted to see if it could be done. We often think about these things in theory, but don’t always
prove them in practice.
Looks like a 1700, but performs like a 3800.
Why do I do this? Because every so often, my parts collection reaches “critical mass” and I find that I
can build something, and because those parts were screaming to come alive again!! [:o-)

My sincere thanks to my friends in France, Jean-Claude Toudy, Franck Méneret, and Daniel
Gutierrez, without whose help in procuring certain ancient, hard-to-get parts this fantasy
could not have happened…..

Reminder

Next month’s run will be on Sunday March 15, details will be sent via email the week
prior, we look forward to seeing you all for another great autumn Run,
Cheers Geoff.

Marty’s photos from the Point Nepean Run

Natter prior to run with Marty’s
mother and sister on left.

Whoa boy!

If I had legs like that, I would not wear
shorts.

Ted and Frank ready to roll.

One handed happiness.

On the road between Sorrento and
Portsea.

Marty can’t reach the pedals?

Ern’s 3800 at Cheviot Beach.

A stop in the Dunes.

THE END

