DECEMBER 2008 NEWSLETTER
A very merry Christmas to all the friends of SOLEXOZ and their families, we hope
your Xmas stocking comes full of Solex parts and books and is laced with a
continuing passion for our fabulous Velosolexes.

NEWS
As 2008 draws to a close, we should reflect on another great year for our informal
club and all that we have achieved. Every month things just get better, what with the
introduction of our new website, our great regalia, many new bikes and interesting
members it has truly been a happy year for Solexoz. We should also feel a little
smug in the knowledge we are also doing our bit for the environment and the world
economy. Only now can we appreciate how far ahead of it’s time the Solex was.
We now have over 40 members and close to 70 bikes on our register within
Australia: all achieved with a “non president, non committee and no fees”.
Our website is receiving some great comments already from here and overseas, this
in spite of the fact that parts of the site are still under construction. This mammoth
and ongoing project would not have been possible without the vision and dedication
of Bryan L with much help and encouragement from Mark McK and Jillian at DCSI.
I have also started to write a history of the “Velosolex in Australia”.
12 months ago, I would have thought this could have been written on the back of a
fuel pump diaphragm, but after a little research, it is turning out to be very
interesting: I would really appreciate any stories, information and photos you may
have.
One of our European members, Markus who lives on the German/French border
just near the Alsace region plans to be in Melbourne for 10 days from the 29th of
January, with his 3800. He then intends to ride from Melbourne to Noosa Heads via
the coast about 3000 Kms via the coast over the following weeks.
Markus is no stranger to Australia, he was last here with a Solex in 1997 and sold it
to professor in Sydney? Markus has a large collection of Solexes in his basement, so
many that he has lost count. We will organize a run and a BBQ whilst he is here and
may need a volunteer to help pick him from the airport.
Frances and Andrew are away for several months touring South America and
Antarctica, they have sent details of there cruise to the Antarctic and it sounded
fantastic, they will now spend 6 weeks touring South America and should be back
home early February. Before departing Frances sent me an amazing Calendar she
had made. It is a first class production with fantastic photos of our runs. I was
knocked out, thanks Frances.

PAST EVENTS

Due to poor weather in late
November,
we
rescheduled
the
Williamstown Run to December 6 and
it was a great day. We rode from
South Melbourne to the Westgate
Bicycle Punt and then crossed the
Yarra River to the historic town of
Wlliamstown. After riding around the
sites, we stopped for coffee at the Café
Fuego. The owner came out and told
us about his exploits with his brother
riding Solexes in South Africa as well
as later on in Lyon in France!! It never
fails to amaze us the people that see
our Solexes and have a story to tell us.
It goes to show how many people have
had a passion for these wonderful
machines. Participants were Ted and
Ern on 3800’s, Bryan on my 1700,
Don S on the 4600 and Geoff on the
3300. (See Bryan’s Photo page).

COMING EVENTS

Our calendar for 2009 is filing fast
with many great events to look
forward to. Time to pencil these dates
into the diary;
JANUARY
Sunday January 11 we will have local
run around the historic parts of
Emerald Hill and a bash around the
Albert Park Grand Prix Circuit,
finishing with a café stop in the area.
FEBRUARY
Our February Run will be on Saturday
the 7th. Ern is organizing this run
through the Portsea Coastal Park, our
special guest Markus from Germany
will hopefully join us.
MARCH
To be advised. Any suggestions please
call Geoff.
APRIL
We have been invited us to attend the
French Car Festival at Waterfront City
Docklands on Sunday April 5. We plan
to put on a large display of Solexes
from the very earliest to the last
models. This should be a top day.

MAY
Although still in the planning stage,
we hope to have our first weekend
away riding the rail trails around
Bright in the northeast alpine area.
Ern’s son runs the Caravan Park in
Bright and is looking at special rates
for cabins for our overnight stay. This
would be a great event for our
interstate friends.
More details about this exciting event
will be in the next newsletter.

WORK IN PROGRESS

Frank’s 1700 has been seen buzzing
around the streets of Brighton and the
new motor is running in nicely.
My 1400 has arrived from NZ and is
currently being assembled as we go to
press; this rare beast should running
in the next few weeks.
Ern’s freshly restored 3800 had its
first long run on the recent
Williamstown outing and looks great.
Ted has had his 5000 motor rebuilt by
Ern with mostly new parts. This motor
will start with one flick of the flywheel
and sounds great.
Now that Gerard (1700) is running
after its rebuild, Bryan is looking for
another project.
Martin from Geelong is currently
looking for a Solex. Marty has had
quite a bit of experience with solexes
and is keen to get buzzing.
John from Parkholme in Adelaide has
sent a photo of his highly original Blue
5000. He has had this bike since 1991
and is now getting it back on the road:

November/December run to Williamstown…

Second attempt!

Slow? I don’t think so!

Joie de vivre!

