APRIL 2019 NEWSLETTER
CURLEWIS TO QUEENSCLIFF RUN
A endees :

Neil (650), John and Ted W (1700’s), Charles (3800) and Don (5000).

The Geelong to Queenscliﬀ railway line was constructed in1879 as a Victorian Railways
branch line between South Geelong and Queenscliﬀ. It was built to service Fort Queenscliﬀ
between 1879 and 1976, railway use ﬂuctuated in importance but consisted of military and
passenger with goods transporta on having been the predominant use. The railway line was
closed in 1976.
The line between Drysdale and Queenscliﬀ was taken over by the Geelong Steam
Preserva on Society, for the Bellarine Peninsula Railway in 1978.
There is a shared pedestrian and cycling along the track from South Geelong to Queenscliﬀ.
It is both interes ng and very picturesque.
We all assembled at John and Elsie’s house at the designated star ng me. Ted had brought
along his freshly restored model 1700. This bike has a special signiﬁcance for Ted because it
previously belonged to his father. Ted remembers riding the 1700 a s a young lad. Ted has
restored the bike to a high standard that his deceased father would have been proud of.
Ted’s mother, sister and her partner were keen to see Ted and the bike set oﬀ on this
journey in convoy with other Solex bikes.
A er se ng oﬀ we made good progress to Drysdale and then on to Queenscliﬀ. The
weather was cloudy and cool with a reasonable tailwind. We’d had a bit of rain the day
before so the track was in great condi on with minimal dust. Ideal condi ons for a good
ride.

The bikes all ran very well and soon we were at the Queenscliﬀ Marina enjoying a good
lunch with much conversa on. Ern and Elsie joined us here.

The return journey was another pleasure and this included our run of the “mad mile”
impromptu road race. Frances was not on this year’s run and her tle has been taken over
by Charles who crossed over the ﬁnishing ﬁrst. Charles has discovered the diﬀerence and
beneﬁts of ﬁrmly pumped up tyres.
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OUR NEXT RUN
ALBERT PARK LAKE AND FARMERS MARKET RUN
On Saturday May 25th we will start our low key run and coffee in the Albert Park precinct.

We will assemble outside the Cafe on the corner of Bridge and Fennell Streets Fishermans
Bend 9.30am.

Our run will include a ride through Port Melbourne to Albert Park Lake for a few laps of the
AGP Circuit before arriving for Coffee and Brunch.

See you all there.
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